


MEeLviN (MEL) GRAHAM BioGrarHY

In 1978, Charlotte native Melvin F. Graham founded
Graham Enterprises, one of the Carolinas’ leading
real estate development and investment companies.
Currently, Graham serves as chairman and chief
executive officer. Graham Enterprises specializes in
golf courses, residential communities, commercial

development, and property acquisitions.

Opver the years Graham has been involved in all aspects
of the design, planning, construction, marketing, and
operations of numerous projects, primarily in the
Carolinas, Virginia and Georgia.

Additionally, Graham Enterprises owns and operates golf courses,
retail centers, office distribution centers, mini-storage facilities,

and various other types of income-producing real estate.

Graham’s hands-on experience and wide range of real work
ethics, all help position Graham Enterprises for unprecedented

success in the 21st century.

Those close to Graham often comment on his passion and
tireless efforts to enhance the communities and cities he works
in, and the numerous evangelical Christian and charitable
organizations he both serves and supports.

Graham serves on the board of the Billy Graham
Evangelical Association. Graham is the nephew of
Billy Graham. Graham also serves on the board of
Samaritan’s Purse, World Medical Missions, and

Southern Evangelical Seminary.

Signature Projects Include:

Legend Oaks Plantation is a 700-acre former
rice plantation in Charleston, SC where Graham
developed a championship 18-hole golf course
an  850-home
community. Within 36 months, Legend Oaks

incorporating master  planned

became one of the top three selling golf communities

in the Charleston market.

World Tour Golf Links is a championship
27-hole golf facility in Myrtle Beach, SC, where
the 27 greatest, most famous holes in golf from
the world’s best courses are all incorporated into
this signature facility. World Tour is widely
acclaimed as on of the top public golf courses in
the country. World Tour won the National Golf
Course of the Year award for 2004.

The Club At Longview, a 1000-acre private gated
community featuring a Jack Nicklaus signature
course, is currently under construction in Charlotte,
NC, where the company is headquartered. This
master planned community will feature over 700
custom home sites, a Jack Nicklaus Signature golf
course with all of the Club amenities, and over 1
million square feet of exclusive office and retail. The
total build out value of this project will exceed $500

million dollars.
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Montrose Project Could Exceed $2 Billion

Graham has quietly assembled nearly 6,000 acres of
prime real estate just 38 miles south of Charlotte,
North Carolina in upper Chester County, South
Carolina. Plans include a mixed-use project that
will include two golf courses, clubhouses, pools,
a fitness center, miles of walking trails, and more
that 1,000 acres of nature preserves, open space,
parks and lakes. The property has over 3%2 miles
of frontage on both sides of Interstate 77 making
the property very accessible and visible. The total

build out value of Montrose can exceed two

billion dollars.

“In the years to come, this project can become
a huge source of jobs and employment, not to
mention a major sales and property tax generator
for the region,” Graham said in his comments to

local and state officials at today’s announcement.

He went on to say “Montrose will be very similar to
the successful Ballantyne project in south Charlotte,

only three times larger with more open space.”

Parker, the
Director for Chester County agrees. She has said

Karlisa Economic Development
that this is by far the largest project ever announced
for this area. “The long-term economic impact for
our area can be tremendous and the timing could
not be better.” Parker also noted that Chester and
their consultants have carefully reviewed Graham’s
zoning request and said that it was an excellent
document that needed only minimal revisions.
Few developers come in with requests that not only
meet the developer’s needs but are conscientious of
the town and county’s needs as well. She noted
that this was just the start of what she feels will be

an exciting time for this area and Chester County.

Graham says that he has named the project
MONTROSE. “Iimmediately liked the name when
my marketing team presented it. “ Graham said.
“It was different and unique just like the property,

which is a beautiful old pine plantation.”

The 20-year master plan includesall types of residential
housing, office, retail, and commercial opportunities.
The property is currently accessed by Interchange # 55
to the south and # 62 to the north. The plan proposes
the completion of the new proposed Montrose
interchange, which is already partially in place in the
middle of the property. The overpass was constructed
when I-77 was built. The connecting ramps need to
be added.” The new Montrose exit would be exit # 58
according to SCDOT ofhicials.

Continued on page 2.

Page 1 of 3




PRESS RELEASE
For release on October 12, 2006

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mel Graham (704) 552-5338
Charlotte, North Carolina

Montrose

MONTROSE

CHARLOTTE REAL ESTATE INVESTOR/DEVELOPER MEL GRAHAM
ANNOUNCES AREA’S LARGEST REAL ESTATE PROJECT EVER

Montrose Project Could Exceed $2 Billion

Continued from page 1.

Graham has engaged well-known South Carolina
attorney, Bayles Mack, to assist with plans for the new
interchange and other utilities to serve the property.
Attorney Mack has stressed the importance of the
proposed new Montrose Interchange to achieve the
long-term benefits for commercial growth. Mack told
the officials at the lunch announcement today that
“Mel’s vision and plans for this property is a perfect
fit and will have a very positive impact to the entire

Chester area.”

Land Design has been retained by Graham to handle all
land planning, engineering, and design. “They are simply
the best,” says Graham, who has had a relationship with
partner Dale Stewart for over 20 years. Land Design
principal, Theron Pickens said, “Montrose is one of
those rare, once-in-a-lifetime opportunities. Where else

can you plan a quality project this size with everything

going for it?” Pickens says, “This site has it all, location,
great topography, utility availability, and an owner with

tremendous vision and a great track record.”

“Graham’s theme for the look of the project is very
fitting for the Chester area”, said Land Design veteran
and partner, Ed Schweitzer. “Mel instructed us to make
Montrose look like a large horse farm from photos he
had from one that he visited in Lexington, Kentucky.
He wants the stone columns, the black 3-rail fencing,
and a wide open first class horse farm look and feel

carried throughout the project.”

Schweitzer says the property lends itself very well to this
type of look and feel. “Mel likes to do things first class,
he puts a real emphasis on quality”.

Walter Fields of The Walter Fields Group, Inc.

has been retained to advise Graham and manage

the complete rezoning process. Fields served as
the Land Development Manager of the Charlotte
Planning Commission for 20 years. “In all of my
years of experience, this is certainly the largest and
one of the most exciting projects I have worked on.
I think Mel has a keen sense of where the Charlotte
market has to expand in the future”. This property is
within the Charlotte MSA and has great access via I-
77. “The occurrence of such a large land assemblage is
so rare that it represents what may be one of the last
real opportunities for such a strategic master planned
development that is so close to Charlotte and all its
amenities.” The areas north of Charlotte on I-77 have
experienced a growth explosion over the past decade
and Mel feels that the growth must move south.

Contined on page 3.
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Montrose is about the same distance from Charlotte
as the Mooresville area is to the north where Lowe’s
has recently relocated their headquarters. “My
property has the exact same access to Charlotte
that the Lake Norman area has, only it is a lot less
crowded. Ibelieve that Charlotte is a lot like Atlanta

was 20 years ago.”

“I remember standing in a field at the Gwinnett exit
in Gwinnett County. It was 45 miles from downtown
Atlanta in the middle of nowhere. Look at it today,
just 20 years later. It is another city out there now.
I built the first
apartments at Lake Norman at Exit #28 about 15

The same holds true for Charlotte.

years ago. There were only a couple of businesses and
very few residences in the entire lake area at that time.

It was less than 20 years ago and look at it today.

We believe the Montrose property is the largest
single owned piece of property within the MSA of
Charlotte and one of the largest in any MSA of any
of the top 20 major metropolitan markets in the
United States. It is located within a 2-hour flight
or a one-day drive to nearly half of the total United
States population. It is only approximately 45 miles
to Interstates I-20 and 1-26 in Columbia, S.C. to
the south. Interstates 85 and I-40 are not far to the
north, all connected via I-77. Montrose could be the
ideal location for the next big corporate relocation

on some of its’ commercial property.

Montrose is strategically located to accommodate

Charlotte’s explosive growth for the next 20 years.
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ExEcuTivE SUMMARY

Montrose is a 6246 acre master-planned community
in Chester County, South Carolina, located
adjacent to I-77 and halfway between Charlotte
and Columbia. With a combination of residential,
commercial, business and retail, Montrose offers an

opportunity to live, work, and play in a carefully
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planned and safe community with a small town
feel. Montrose with its close proximity to five major
highways in North and South Carolina and with its
own proposed interchange provides easy access to
adjacent cities and counties and makes it a choice
site for business and homes. Utility providers in the

area have committed to working with the developers
to provide cost effective service to the community.
The following sections provide information on
telecommunications, electric, natural gas, water, and

sanitary sewer service for the planned community.
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MONTROSE AERIAL
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